Voting and the provision of public goods

Abstract

This lecture is targeted at Phd students and advanced Master stu-
dents in economics. It uses an experimental economics approach to
discuss the effectiveness of sanction regimes in the provision of pub-
lic goods. A special emphasis will be on a potential “dividend of
democracy” which results from increased voluntary compliance with
obligations to contribute to a public good (e.g., tax payments) when
sanctions for non-compliance have been approved in a majority vote
rather than externally imposed. The lecture argues that imposing
sanction regimes is no guarantee for the efficient provision of public
goods, and that civic engagement is needed to keep the state account-
able.
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